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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of ) 

RICHARD A. SEISS ) Docket No. 10634 

Serial No.: 10/689,155 ) Examiner: Unknown 

Filed: October 20, 2003 ) Group Art Unit: 3744 

For: RELIEF PORT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing date of the 
first Office action on the merits. Accordingly, Applicant believes that no fee is due 
with the submission of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

In the event that a fee is deemed to be due, authorization is hereby made to charge any 
and all such fees to Deposit Account 03-0835 in the name of Carrier Corporation. 
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Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they 
are aware that may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of 
which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other information exists. 

The filling of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. 

A concise explanation of each of the cited patents follows. 

Lebahn, U.S. Patent 3,813,896, discloses a freezer air vent incorporating a gravity- 
biased, vacuum-responsive valve element, such as a ball or a hinged flap that opens and 
closes a vent passage through the wall of a freezer. 

Honda, U.S. Patent 5,421,775, discloses a ventilating apparatus which is installed in the 
wall of a compartment, such as a refrigerator, freezer, cold room and the like, to 
discharge air from within the compartment when the door is closed and to take in air 
from the outside when the door is opened, so as to facilitate the opening/closing 
operation of the door. The ventilating apparatus incorporates a pair of spring-biased, 
disk valve assemblies that are spaced apart from each other within a flow passage 
extending through the wall of the compartment. Under the influence of pressure 
differential, the upper and lower portions of the disk valves open and close 
independently to either vent air in or out of the compartment. 
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Finkelstein et al., U. S. patent 6,176,776, disclose a pressure relief port for mounting 
in the wall of a temperature-controlled enclosure to relief both positive and negative 
pressure differentials. The port includes upper and lower, pressure-responsive poppet 
valves disposed within a housing defining a flow passage through the wall of the 
enclosure. Air flows through the passage in one direction when the lower poppet 
valve opens and in the other direction when the upper poppet valve opens. The 
poppet valves pop upwardly to open and drop down under the influence of gravity to 
close. 

Mittleman, U.S. Patent 3,941,149, discloses a duckbill-umbrella valve for regulating 
flow in each of two directions. 

Isrealson, U.S. Patent 5,507,318, discloses an umbrella-type check valve and seat 
which prevents excessive distortion of the valve. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William W. Habelt, Reg. No. 29,162 
Attorney for Applicant 

September 30, 2004 
Carrier Corporation 
Carrier Parkway 
P.O. Box 4800 
Syracuse, NY 13221 
Tele: (315)433-4819 
FAX: (315)433-4075 
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